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ABANDONED RAILROADS OF NORTH JERSEY 


From Bayonne to Edgewater, the west shore of the Hudson 
h hundreds of piers to service the millions of tons of cargo 
imported and exported to and from the worlds nations and America. To move 
these goods, hundreds of rail lines were constructed to efficiently transport the 


massive tonnage coming and going to the piers of Hudson and Bergen counties 
waterfront communities, 


river was lined wit 


Jersey City alone had hundreds of miles of rails running to 
the Hudson river, with 


d companies in competition for the 
huge profits to be had. Frej : 


A t hand, trucks, cars, bus’s 
and even airplanes had knocked the rai ; ; : 

: ailroads fi And wi inkage 
Set in, soon rails and buildings b ra loop. And with that, shrinkag 
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The swing gate at Oak Tree Road starts the abandoned 
right of way that extends to Piermont. Bring your dog, skis 
and a lunch. This is one wide, beautiful walkway. 
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Only a quaint town like Pier ‘ 
would place a pair of + the pas 
whitewashed boulders a ails 
of the town's last intact 


Rest stop 


Lt 


This scalped line si is sti 
1 gnal is still 

wired, but not charged to the 

adjacent telephone pole. 


TAPPAN 


N Erie Palisades interstate parkway 


Northern branch 


The view westward from the 
Palisades Interstate Parkway 
bridge just south of the NJ/NY 
border rest stop. This direction 
Will take you back to Tappan, 
head the opposite way and you 
Will end up at the end of the 
Line in Piermont on the Hudson. 
of the Oak 
Tree Hosd warning lights stil 
standing, reminding all 


line's importance bac 4 
railroads were the only W 
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Shelter Industrial ave. Signal 


_ NYS&W 44 


ie ecacl 


Station 


Mt.Vernon ave. 
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The freight house at Hi The Ridgefield Park Railroad Station has been wonderfully 


. i it's a joy to see it still 
sound. Across the ‘lg gh Street still looks Structurally restored. Now used for office space, it's a joy 


being used as a ee of way is the Closter Station, now in use. 


ing 
i i h of the decay 
red station Shelter is the matct a 
tie one the tracks, Note the Ridgefield Park sig 


North of the 


Station on Industrial 
Avenue is this tower With a mi 


fe) 
ust Chec Out the 19th 
Century design, ‘Sa Pleasure to 
ene S0mething so Starkly out of 
Place, 


an ae 
oe) ee i 
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ns, 
For safety ni use. 
hey were out 

above the fill. 


filled in once 
nels were 

S&W tun 

the NY 


F ding 
drail protru 
metal han 
Note the 
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PALISADES PARK 


Palisades Park 
highschool 


Shaler blvd, 
ele 


The view 
River Trolley line, oe ae: Public Service Hudson 
uses and cars that put the tine ur ef nich carried the 
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On August 5, 1938, the Hudson 
River Line shut down. Signals, 
line equipment and steel rails 
were all eventually carted away 
except this lone rail at the base of 
the Route 5 overpass. Maybe it 
was a late Friday afternoon and 
the work crew all had dates that 
night. What was the big deal? 
Who'd notice one strip of rail left 
over? It's worth the trip just to 
step over it. 


The view east from the Route 5 
overpass of the blatant right of 
way that climbed first to Palisades 
Amusement Park and then down 
the curves to the ferryboat 
terminal in Edgewater where you 
could get a quick ride to New 


York City. 


13 


RIDGEFIELD 


Station site 
fortev) 


Erie Water tank 


in 


Railroad ave. 


Fulton pl. 


Hendricks causeway 
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This fading from sight bumper is located south of - 
Pleasantview Terrace, at the end of the old Ridgefield nitric 
s filled with acid 


All that's left : ‘ er 

patio bs Ae ie Soares oe is this group of 

en ene aer er Sake acid factory's siding. Years ago, tank car. peut 
were unloaded by hand into glass containers, something 
tried doing for 15 minutes before the fumes got to me. 
Working at the acid factory was by far the most dangerous 
job of my life. 
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ater tank (Pleasantview 


that is gone and not 
15 


5 factory W 
ing, do it now 


Recently tumbled, this 12 cture 
Terrace) is one more line a do some explor’ 


returning. If you're. ; 
before everything disappea's 


ene 


Fairview 


E 
Fairview cemetery 
NYS&W 

T 1 port 
Someone put a lot of thought and ~ a 
effort into the design of the Rie. 1&9 2 
Curbing for this turnout under ee s 
Hendrick's Causeway. T 11 

the storage bins ite 


To NYS&W yard 


was the only Bergen County based 
udson River docks. This fenced-in 
go pass through it. 


The N.Y.S.W. railroad 
railroad to service the H 
tunnel portal had many tons of sea Car. 


Another view of th 
the ee e track and concrete w i 
sas Catia eeeey In the backeGuLe eee vee 
, '0Ng a major presence in Ridgefield ie 


EDGEWATER 


Hudson river 


es 
stappies New River rd. 
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™ ig ee Ea rd 
— 
NYS&W tunnel portal > 


-track tunnel opened 
| of the N.Y.S.W. one C Ad 
ate Sea River and the commerce jammed g 


i is brickwork 
i \|-built portal. This 
res. This was one we ee 
wil hat a few hundred years Ihe was 
planned and built, but to no , 


The view west down the NYSW 
right of way which lead to its yard 
in Ridgefield Park. Note the 
overhead height warning device 
used to prevent the can-opening 
of any freight cars entering the 
tunnel. 
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S CSX_ Erie 
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The Weehawken Tunnel area now 
open to the public was at one 
time a large yard that saw heavy 
freight and passenger action, now 
a mere track operated by CSX. 
Note the abandoned portal to the 
right, its tracks gone, but standing 
confidently knowing they don't fill 
tunnels in once they are out of 
use. 


| ‘abandoned 
Tunnel 
portal 


Port Imperele 
Hudson river 


WEEHAWKEN 


To North Bergen 


To Jersey City 
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Dykes lumber 


19". St. 


kes 
Off the Eries main line into Weehawken, the & S 
lumber siding lies dormant, oF . : 5 
is Weehawkens last siding. Times cna ge. 


HOBOKEN 


.7 miles long 
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Hudson river 
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River st. 
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street running 


Maxwellhouse Coffee 


The view north where the 
Maxwell House plant once 
Saturated the area with the aroma 
of coffee. Here the line ran on 
the eastern side of River Street. 
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The first curve southbound finds 
the river street line switching over 
to the western portion of the 
road. Check out the New York 
City skyline. 


next southbound 
oe ine rails ran right down the 
middle of the street. on a 
spot the turnouts that le - 4 
many piers that serviced ship 
from around the world. 


to Weehawken 


1 Zins { 


Madison ave, 


; : P k 

, the 10th Street signal bridge is a star 
Suit he Erie's heavy passenger traffic when Jersey 
City had hundreds of trains crisscrossing it daily. 


HOBOKEN 


JERSEY CITY 


adpiig [cuss 


Running southbound off the Erie 
main line is Hoboken's last siding. 
Running on its own right of way a 
few blocks to a small plant. And 
it's out of use. How could a port 
town let it happen? 


to hudson river 


Looking up at the si 
A ignal bri 
vou 'miGht eaten vous from Monmouth Avenue 
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assenger train, green and the rush 


of a roaring Pacific lead p 
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Liberty 
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looked like 60 years ago). 
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This is 
as close 
as the rails get to the t 
erminal now 


n Blvd., an elegant 
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6th Street and Mairi 
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ding over the edge. 
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This was once connecte 
Note the steel rails exten 
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Drive is as far east as the recenth 
of Journal Square goes 
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Lumber yard 


Path yard 
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pquare Station complex. 
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West side ave. 


Culver st. 


To JFK blvd. 
Fisk st. 


Carbon st. 


few years 
tarred over a Tew 
pon St We ai of business 
Ts ass Oe ie faats meen aid 2 
ago, one o 
here in the old days. 


JERSEY CITY 


A fence in place to keep this 
Carbon street factory’s siding 
safe and secure. The right of 
way quickly gains elevation 
to reach the raised CNJ line to 
the Hudson River, once again 
in use by New Jersey Transit 
as a spur to the West Side ave. 
Area. 
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a spur tr ent on Fis 
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Still in use by the Crossharbor 
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decades, the train ferry dock 
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With ties rotting under the weight of the r. 
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River railroad bridge. The Corps of 4 the barge traffic. 
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to not rebuild the bridge to ar nett aad Dut: 
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BAYONNE 


Kill Van Kull 
At the end of Inghams Street, A timeless scene exists 


where curved track meets the Kill Van Kull. Bayonne, 
perhaps New Jerseys finest medium sized town, has 
held its own railroad-wise with nearly all of its track- 
age in use. A few abandoned spurs exist such as this 
one that had serviced the fenced-in tank farm to the 
right. 


Inghem st. 


40 


